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III

DISTINCTIVELY JEWISH SECTS

Concerning sects which may properly be termed Jewish,
we are not altogether without direct information.

A curious document discovered at Cairo and published in
1910 1 acquaints us with a religious body known as the New
Covenant of Damascus, and which seems to have been a Jewish
sectarian group. These people, however, were not heretics,
like the Samaritans, banned from the community of Israel.
Rather were they schismatics, who turned their back upon
the Temple and rejected the belief in a Messiah from the tribe
of Judah. At that time the members of this Covenant still
remained attached to the Law. Moreover, they did not con-
stitute a fraternity separated by a special rule of life from the
Jewish community, nor were they a secret religious society,
bound by the discipline of a Mystery. On the contrary, they
are presented to us simply as an association of pious legalists
who interpreted the Law after their own manner. At the
same time, they accepted, together with the Law, the authority
of certain apocryphal writings, such as the Book of Jubilees,
the Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs and the Hegu, of which
last we know nothing. They believed in a Messiah sprung
from Aaron and Israel, who would therefore be neither Davidic
nor Judaean. Possibly it is in the different orientation of the
Messianic hope that the basis of their separation is to be found.
Nevertheless, the cause of the movement itself remains obscure,
if we accept the view that the sect was born at Jerusalem, and
that its faith grew up as the result of serious disagreements
with the Temple or the Schools.2

Adherents of this sect styled themselves " The Community
(sc. of the Righteous] " and " The Sons of the New Covenant."
The latter name suggests that they may have been inspired by

1  S. Scheehter, Documents of Jewish Sectaries, vol. i;  Fragments of a
Zadokite Work, Cambridge, 1901.    The text is badly preserved and full
of obscurities.    Sehechter's edition contains an English translation and
commentary.    A French version has been published by Lagrange, under
the title of La Secte juive de la Nouvelle Alliance au pays de Damas, RB,
1912,  213 ff.i   cf.  XLVII, 26, n.  1, 492 #., and LI,  331 ff.    Cf. also
CCLXVII, i, 97, n. 1, and id., Index, s.v. Covenanters ;  CCLXXVm, ii, 47
and n. 2 ; CCLXXIX, i, 201 ff.; Israel Levy Ufl &"* Sadduceen anterieur
a la destruction du Temple, REJ5 1st April, 1911.

2 LI, 332.